CHAPTER  III

THE  NORM  AS  THEORY  OF  NO  SOUL

WE have so far gained some idea of the history
and scope of that Pali Buddhism to a limited
study of which these pages are confined. We
must now come to closer grips with those
inductions and ideals in this Pali Buddhism,
which will one day, despite the slenderly
based criticism that would rob them of all
originality, be considered as a positive con-
tribution to the history of philosophy.

It was asserted in the preceding chapter, that
Dhamma (or Norm) implied, for the philoso-
phical Buddhist, an impersonal eternal order
of things, according to which all things,
animate and inanimate, gods included, lived,
moved and had their being. This is not the
Buddhist's usual way of describing it. Never-
theless in the oldest books the conviction is
there as a latent, undefined but most vital
postulate, and is borne in upon us as we read.
We find, namely, (1) a universe of many worlds,
without first cause, going on from everlasting
to everlasting, by alternating integration and
disintegration; (2) this cosmic procedure as
orderly, both as to physical, psychical and
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